






































Fig. 19. Bronzefibula fra grav 26. 

Bronze fibula from Grave 26. 

Keramikken peger på en tydelig kulturforbindelse med sydøsttyske egne og i 
områderne nord for Alperne har vi netop stenbyggede grave i slutningen af 
keltisk jernalder12 ). Herfra er gravskikken vandret nordover langs floderne og må, 
da den ikke kendes i det sydlige Jylland være nået til Vendsyssel ad søvejen. 

Iran-Age graves at Gjurup with tent-shaped "grave-houses" 

To the south of the Løkken road, between Gjurup and Hjørring in Vendsyssel (North Jutland), 
lies a low hill running WNW-SSE (Fig. 1). The hill is part of Peter Olsen's farm and, in the 

spring of 1960, after he had twice seen his new-sown corn, together with the fine surface sand 
of his field, blown over the hedge to his neighbour by the spring storms, he decided to lay the 
hill down to grass. In doing so he struck stones, and spadework revealed a finely built stone 

cist. As two similar cists were known to have been found in 1924 close by there was a good 
chance for further graves, and Peter Olsen gave Hjørring Museum permission to dig at will 
the following summer in his field. 

These months produced a total of 42 Iron-Age graves. 
Only the 3 graves already known, which lay on the top of the hill (Fig. 2), were of stone, 

the remaining 39 being completely without stones. There are signs here and there that the graves 
lie in rows following the axis of the hil!. The eastern limits of the cemetery could not be ascer
tained, as here a road intervenes. 

Concerning the two stone-built graves from 1924 the scanty information available suggests 
only that both were built up of two courses of stone but that only the westermost (no. 2) had 

its roof slabs preserved. 

The roof of the grave from 1960 (no. 3) was completely intact (Fig. 3). The chamber, 90X 160 
ems. in size, was bounded by two courses of large stones, the upper course projecting inwards 

to reduce the width at the top to about 60 ems. 

In this grave sufficient of the skeleton survived for it to be seen that the body lay on its 
side, in flexed position, along the south side of the grave. The head was in the west, with face 
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to the north ( Fig. 4). In the chamber's west end stood t wo pottery vessels, and a third stood 
by the centre of the north wall, together with 9 small stones. Also by the north wall and level 

with the shoulder of the body lay a one-edged knife of iron and the rib of a <leer. 
The 39 earth graves were almost uniform, rectangular, often with rounded eorners, vertical 

walls and flat bottom. The size varied considerably, from 100 to 230 ems. in length, from 70 to 
200 ems. in width. 6 graves were so small that they cannot be other than those of children. 

The bodies lay in every case in the southern half ( unlike the burial custom of central J ut
land), but in 12 cases with the head to the east and in 18 with the head to the west. 

The number of pottery vessels varied from 8 to none. Iron eating knives were found in 27 
graves, dress-pins in 2, and beads of amber or glass in 5. Small stones, varying from 4 to 16 
in number, were found in 15 graves, either in a little heap on the grave floor or in the bottom 
of a pot. Their signifieanee is still unknown. 

Figs. 5 and 6 show a typieal grave (no. 11), with the grave gifts by the north wall, and 
with a eireular posthole, about 30 ems. deep, at each end of the grave. 

Sueh postholes are eomrnon in the earth-graves of Vendsyssel, and have long been inter
preted as evidenee of roofing above the graves. A number of lengthwise and erosswise seetions 
through the Gjurup graves, where the postholes where found in 26 graves and where eonditions 
of preservation were good, enables us now to explain, and illustrate, the greater part of the 
tent-like roofing of the grave (Figs. 5, 7-8, 10-11). 

On the basis of the excavations we may attempt to form a pieture of a burial among the 
Iron-Age people of Gjurup. 

The body is plaeed, together with the gifts that aeeompany it, in a reetangular exeavation 
about a metre deep. The eeremonies aeeompanying the burial eannot be reeonstrueted in detail, 
but numerous "eooking-pits" around the graves suggest ritual feasts, perhaps "shared« with the 
dead. 

Thereafter the vertieal end-posts of unshaped wood are set up in the two postholes; they 
are 10-12 ems. thiek and 75-100 ems. high, or about the same as the depth of the grave. On 
top of the posts, perhaps in a fork, is plaeed the horizontal beam, probably also unshaped. 
Rafters, 6-7 ems. thiek, are plaeed in position, leaning against the beam, at intervals of 10-15 
ems. How the spaee between the rafters has been closed is unknown, but firm turves would be 
quite eapable of spanning this interval. Finally the roofing will be eovered with the soil dug 
up from the exeavation, so that the grave is marked by a low mound. 

Pottery vessels buried in these mounds show that offerings of food have also been made 
after the burial (Fig. 8). Probably some 5-10 years would pass before the rotting of the wood 
and the weight of the earth above would eause the grave-roof to eollapse. Evidenee of this 
eollapse ean be seen in the seetion through grave 4 shown in Fig. 9. 

The grave furnishings of the eemetery tel1 of a simple, almost poverty-strieken eommunity. 
4 small uneoloured glass beads and a bronze fibula form the most distinguished set of orna
ments found (Fig. 18). 

A total of 153 pottery vessels were diseovered, all, with a few exeeptions, traditional Roman 
Iron-Age pottery. There were normally 2-4 vessels to a grave, but Fig. 12 shows one of the 
more numerous sets, from Grave 10. Pedestal beakers were found in 9 graves, and 4 of these 
are shown in Fig. 13, the bieonieal form, sometimes with piereed foot, being a speeial Vend
syssel type"). Ornamentation with die-stamps, known from diseoveries in various plaees in lut
land but partieularly popular in VendsysseF), can be seen on the little beaker in the fore

ground, and on this and another vessel in Fig. 14. The vessel shown in Fig. 15 (and in situ 
in Fig. 4) bears, among other ineised deeoration, two ereseents whieh rnay be purely deeorative 
but whieh it is tempting to interpret as stylized eyes. Several exarnples of faee-urns are known 
from Vendsyssel8), while representations of eyes as a religions symbol are known over the 
greater part of Europe0). 

Fig. 16 shows an unusual type of vessel, found in Grave 36 with 6 food vessels. It is spheri
eal, 65 rnms. high and with a 4.0 mm. wide opening. About ten vessels with such an opening 
are known from Vendsyssel, of varying shapes but of rnueh the same size and with the interior 
only roughly smoothed. They are undoubtedly lamps, using tallow for fuel and elder-pith as 
a wick. 

A vessel from Grave 5 (Fig. 17) is eompletely unique, resernbling most elosely a rnodern 
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brazier. S!ight marks of wear on the inner sides of the four knobs at the top suggest that it 
may have had that function. 

How much, then, do we know of the lron-Age community at Gjurup? 

All the objects found belong to the Early Roman Iron Age, and the two fibulae (Figs. 18 
and 19) suggest the end of the first half of that period, about 50-100 A. D.10). Assuming that 
the cemetery was in use for 100 years, with an average age at death of 30-35 years, we reach 

a community of about 14 persons, and while there are many unknown factors in this calcu
lation the community can hardly have been larger than a single family unit. 

The greater number of graves excavated in Vendsyssel have been stone-built, but there is 
a strong possibility that earth graves are in faet much more numerous. On the occasions when 
it has been possible to broaden the area of investigation around stone graves earth graves have 
almost always turned up in considerable numbers. Chronologically there is no difference 

between the hvo types, so that the stone graves probably imply a higher social position, a 
theory supported by the position of the Gjurup stone graves on the top of the hil!. 

The method of roofing the earth graves here described has not yet been registered outside 
Vendsyssel. The wooden roofing distinguished in several graves in South and East Jutland was 

rather a lid above the burial chamber11). The large stone-built graves show that Vendsyssel
formed a separate culture-area in the Roman Iron Age, an.cl the special construction of the 

earth graves adds weight to this view. 
The pottery indicates a cultural connection with Southeast Germany, where, in the region 

north of the Alps, we find stone-built graves occurring at the end of the Celtic lron Age12). 

The burial tradition must have reached Vendsyssel by sea, as it is unknown in South J utland. 

NOTER 

Palle Friis, 
Vendsyssels historiske Museum, 

Hjørring. 

') Familien Olsen bringes hermed en hjertelig tak for den store velvilje og interesse, vi mødte under 

udgravningen. 2) De to grave fra 1924 kunne placeres nøjagtigt, takket være tydelige fyldskifter i den 

urørte undergrund. 3) J. Brøndsted, Danmarks Oldtid III, 1960, p. 185. 4) J. Brøndsted, a. a., p. 142. 

5) Et hold elever fra Hjørring Seminarium har udført en model af overdækningen, som viste sig at være 

yderst solid. 6) P. V. Glob, Acta Arch. 1937, p. 186. 7) J. Brøndsted, a. a., p. 165. 8) P. V. Glob, Acta 

Arch. 1937, p. 186. 9) 0. G. S. Crawford, The Eye Goddess, 1957. 10) 0. Almgren, Studien iiber nord

europiiische Fibelformen, 1923. 11) G. Hatt, Nørre Fjand, 1957 og H. Neumann, KUML 1953. 12) 0. 

Klindt-Jensen, Foreign Influences in Denmark's Eearly Iron Age, 1950, p. 53. 
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